FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Whiteshire Hamroc LLC, a Noble County Ind. swine genetics company, announces a joint venture with Tangrenshen, an integrated pork company in Hunan Province, China. Whiteshire Hamroc will provide technologies crucial to a successful production system including swine genetics, building systems, and production protocols to its Chinese partner beginning in the Spring of 2008.

Whiteshire Hamroc is the largest purebred genetic producer in the USA and will source pigs from its nucleus herds to supply Tangrenshen with highly tested and selected Yorkshire, Landrace and Duroc pigs.  Tangrenshen will introduce over 1000 nucleus level pigs for genetic multiplication from the Whiteshire herds in Indiana.  These animals will supply the base for the first production system that will eventually produce 10 million market pigs per year for Tangrenshen.   Whiteshire will continue working with this daughter nucleus herd providing genetic and production management services for the production system.  Whiteshire will maintain an internet-based genetic and production management capability to monitor and assess daily production activities.  It will use this same system to provide genetic analysis and recommended matings to the nucleus herds in China.  

Tangrenshen will also be utilizing Whiteshire Hamroc’s patented building system, AirWorks, which incorporates the most advanced ventilation system in the world. Construction of these state-of-the-art production facilities will begin in the summer of 2008, and will serve as home for the first Nucleus herd in China.  Tangrenshen construction and production personnel visited Whiteshire Hamroc in early spring to begin learning about the AirWorks ventilation and building systems.  These AirWorks barns will be the first of their kind in China and will be the first piece of technology to be put in place.  Most of the ventilation equipment for the AirWorks system will be purchased from Whiteshire and the rest of the materials will be sourced locally in China.

“Whiteshire Hamroc has long been known for its high herd health and will not only provide Tangrenshen healthy pigs, but will also provide them with the biosecurity protocols and system to keep them healthy,” said Dr. Michael Lemmon of Whiteshire Hamroc. “The entire production and processing system will promote a healthy and wholesome product for the Chinese market.”
About Tangrenshen:

Tangrenshen is one of China’s most progressive agricultural companies. In its 20 year existence it has become the 6th largest feed miller in China and the 11th largest meat processor.  Tangrenshen has a network of convenience stores through which it markets its meat and other products, about 35 feed mills in 17 different provinces, and several meat-processing plants.  In addition, Tangrenshen has some pork production in areas surrounding its feed mills and processing plants.
Mr. Tao Yishan is the President of Tangrenshen.  He has guided the company from its inception and has become an influential advisor to the Chinese government.  He currently serves as the Peoples Representative from Hunan Province to the Chinese government and advises them on Agricultural and Financial items.  He was recently responsible for establishing a futures commodity trading system in China, which is similar to the United States’ Chicago Board of Trade.  In February 2008, China started trading commodities for the first time through this exchange.
Tangrenshen’s goal is to become a completely integrated pork system from farm to the consumer.  It will utilize its current system of feed mills and processing plants to accommodate the planned expansion in pork production.  It intends to utilize the newest technologies in the swine industry to accomplish this goal.  Tao and his group analyzed breeding stock and production systems from China, Canada, Europe and the USA before settling on Whiteshire Hamroc as Tangrenshen’s partner.

“Whiteshire Hamroc looks forward to assisting Tangrenshen in bringing new and effective technologies to Chinese pork production,” Lemmon added.
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