FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Waldo-Whiteshire to export boars to Korea
During the 2007 World Pork Expo, Waldo Farms, Inc. and Whiteshire Hamroc LLC signed an agreement with Dodram of South Korea to supply hundreds of purebred boars over the next several months.
Waldo Farms and Whiteshire Hamroc are, combined, the largest recorder of purebred Yorkshire, Landrace, and Duroc animals in North America; with over 150 years of performance testing animals combined. Waldo Farms is based in DeWitt, Nebraska, while Whiteshire Hamroc operates in Albion, Indiana. The two companies formed a partnership 2002, and have jointly provided breedstock to customers both domestically and internationally.
Waldo-Whiteshire will send Duroc boars and Whiteshire will send Yorkshire and Landrace boars designed specifically to maximize the profit potential for sophisticated producers in the South Korean hog industry. Waldo-Whiteshire, with their broad genetic base, has the opportunity to provide these high value sires to the 60,000-sow Dodram system. 
In October, representatives from Dodram traveled to Indiana to hand select boars for the first export shipment. Waldo-Whiteshire Duroc lines were chosen because of high pH, more color and marbling, and fast growth. Waldo-Whiteshire lines also met the high meat quality standards of Korean consumers, as documented by extensive testing and EPD’s. 
In addition, Dodram selectors chose Whiteshire Yorkshire and Landrace lines for their exceptional longevity and productivity. These maternal traits, along with fertility and milking ability, are used in the selection index. In addition, these lines are monitored and tested for meat quality traits to meet the high standards of the Korean market.
“This is a great opportunity for Whiteshire Hamroc and Waldo Farms to continue their genetic influence in the Korean swine market. Whiteshire has supplied breeding stock to the Korean industry since 1994 and working with groups like the large Dodram Cooperative is a strong indicator of our success in supplying that market with superior genetics,” commented Mike Lemmon, President of Whiteshire Hamroc.
In addition to the boar exports, Waldo Farms, Whiteshire Hamroc, and Iowa State University will provide technical support as well as the transfer of knowledge and production practices via an exchange program to South Korea.
The first group of these boars selected for the Korean market will be shipped directly overseas during October, with subsequent ships every 60 days.
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